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‘A small seed planted in 1958 has become
a source of great hope for many to
improve life through PTEC quality
training.’

From the

Provincial

Dear staff and students,

It is a proud moment for all of us to be part of the history
of 75 years old Jesuit legacy of commitment to the
education and training of youth in the province of
Hazaribagh. Back in the year 1951, six Australian Jesuits
from Melbourne sailed through many windy nights in
rough seas and arrived in Jharkhand, India to share their

life with countless unknown people who were deprived of

the basic human rights and the necessities of life. The six
Jesuit pioneers worked tirelessly in various places and in
different capacities to enhance the life of the local people,

especially among the youth.

Dr. Fr. Vincent Primary Teachers Education College, (PTEC), Gurwa is the result of one such
Hansdak SJ. endeavours of the Australian Jesuits. In 1958, an agricultural training institute (ATI)
Provincial was started, which later was turned into a Teachers’ Training Institute (TTI) and
Hazaribag Jesuits Society currently it is known as the Primary Teachers’ Education College (PTEC). Right
from the beginning, the Jesuits had very clear goals and objectives in starting any
educational institute. They had understood the need and power of the education for
the locals, specially, Tribals, Dalits, Ganjhus, etc. They believed that education is
the key element which is able to provide knowledge, power and strengthen their

community to strive for the better future of their children.

At present, PTEC, Gurwa has proved to be the source of knowledge and also become the centre of holistic learning
for many youths. PTEC, though small in size when compared to many other institutions, but because of its quality
focussed training to students, it has impacted a larger section of the society across the Jharkhand state. A small seed

planted in1958 has become a source of great hope for many to improve life through PTEC quality training.

I personally acknowledge and appreciate the hard works of the principal and staff of PTEC in providing quality of
teaching and training to students and in helping them shape their future. Also, I wish that may PTEC continue to
spread its fragrance of quality service to all students so that the dreams of the Jesuit pioneers continue to bear

abundance of fruits.

I wish and pray for all PTEC staff and students for a fruitful academic year ahead!

Sincerely Yours,
Fr. Vincent Hansdak, SJ

Provincial Superior,
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3-Day Orientation Program

The 3-Day Orientation Program at PTEC was ; A
thoughtfully organized to welcome the new batch .
of prospective teachers for 2025-2027. Over three ¥

days, the program aimed to facilitate a smooth

transition into the college environment, foster

connections, and clarify the academic path ahead

in teacher education.

Day 1 began with a spiritual invocation, seeking
divine guidance for the academic year and the

journey ahead. This opening set a reflective and
positive tone for the program. An ice-breaking °
session was conducted to help participants get to &

know each other and build camaraderie through

engaging activities. The Principal, Dr. Fr. P.J.
James, delivered a warm welcome address and .
introduced the teaching and non-teaching staff, ‘ﬁﬁmwmmﬁg@wa
emphasizing their support for our learning journey. | TG, Tt 11 SATEaT e o
T T, T BT [ T off
Day 2 featured insightful sessions led by & TEFAR |
experienced educators on various aspects of N
teacher education, including the role of a teacher, o
time management, and the importance of 59 sl HEH H = &
journalism. Participants were divided into mentor AT, A fid Qi g,
groups, providing personalized guidance and ST A e £ e
support. Mentor Fr. Arockia Raj shared his
experiences, motivating students to approach their S v o T T e
studies with curiosity and purpose.
EIREICER [ER ]
On Day 3, the focus was on understanding the S s e 5 e e
college calendar, important academic dates,
events, and opportunities. Faculty members TS Te A TS 3R
explained the curriculum structure, course TITA S HI VTR I @t
components, and requirements, helping students
gain clarity and confidence about their academic 2 ¥ q-ufat R %
1OUTEY: TEd &9 © faard Tt |
In conclusion, the 3-day orientation was a HeTd AR T AT 8 Wal 918
meaningful and well-organized program that I T 3 B
welcomed, informed, and inspired participants. It
introduced us to the college's academic framework
and fostered a sense of community and purpose. ST BT 33T §ed TR
With gratitude and excitement, we are now TR 3T HEe ol
prepared to step forward as future educators, ready T 8 g g Rl
to learn and grow. N Q%IT\DIF N
Atul Vivek Ekka BIR - forarr
First year FAfereT faent

IEGICICLRCN
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Annual Sports Day, 2025

“Talent and intelligence may win games, but teamwork
and dedication win championships.”
Games and sports play an important role in education.
They keep us physically fit, mentally active, and
socially connected.

This year’s Annual Sports Day was one of the most
exciting and awaited events of our institution. It was
held on 6th December 2025, and it was my first
experience participating in this grand event. The Sports
Day was organized in collaboration with the Middle
School, High School and PTEC, which made it even
more vibrant and memorable.

Our college has four houses—Red, Yellow, Green, and
Blue—and I belong to the Blue House. Students
actively participated in various events, showcasing their
skills, enthusiasm, and sportsmanship. Through these
activities, I got an opportunity to strengthen my bonds
with my trainee-mates and teachers.

The motivational words delivered by the chief guest
truly touched my heart and encouraged me to
participate more actively and learn new things in life.
All the events were conducted smoothly. Everyone’s
hard work, preparation, excitement, and active
participation could clearly be seen. The dedication it
took to make the event successful brought bright smiles
to the faces of our guests and audience. They expressed
their appreciation and gave very positive feedback.
Personally, I feel very happy because our house—Blue
House—won the Championship Trophy this year. From
being in the 3rd position last year, our house jumped to
the 1st position. This was possible only because we
worked as a team, supported one another, and gave our
best.

Winning or losing is a natural part of sports. What
matters most is the learning and growth that come with
participation. Everyone learned something valuable
from this event. Therefore, each participant deserves
congratulations and best wishes for being a part of this

grand programme of our institution.
Akriti Lakra
_ First year ‘B’
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Independence Day Experience
On 15th August 2025, we celebrated the 79th

Independence Day, remembering our freedom from

British rule and the sacrifices of our freedom fighters.

The day began with a holy mass, followed by the flag
hoisting by our chief guest, Rev. Fr. P. J. James. After
that, we had the march-past, patriotic speeches, and
cultural programs. Among them, I especially liked a
speech expressed through poetry, which was very
inspiring. This Independence Day was a memorable
experience for me, filling me with pride and motivating

me to serve my nation.

Albin Kiro
First Year ‘A’
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Three Days of Drawing: My Creative Journey
Day 1: Joy and Discovery
On the first day of the drawing class, I felt an
overwhelming sense of happiness. As soon as I started
sketching, I discovered my deep enjoyment for the
process. It was the first time that I truly engaged with
drawing—and the moment I met the instructor; I was
struck by his profound knowledge and creativity.
Learning from someone so inspiring made me even
more enthusiastic.
Day 2: Challenges and Inspiration- The second day
was a mixture of determination and frustration. Some
drawings were difficult and even boring to attempt. I
struggled with the lines, shapes, and ideas—I almost
lost interest. Yet, the instructor's laughter and warmth
were infectious. His joy and passion for art reignited
my own. Watching how the drawings live and breathe
inspired me to push through my doubts.
Day 3: Effort and Satisfaction- On the final day, I
focused intently on drawing the figure of a girl. At first,
choosing and blending colours felt dull and awkward—
I couldn't quite place them right. But I kept trying,
revising my strokes and colour choices. Then, finally,
everything clicked. 1
beautifully. Overwhelmed by a wave of happiness, |

completed the drawing
realized how much I genuinely enjoyed creating art.

Reflection- These three days took me on an emotional
through
struggle, to wholehearted pride. First, there was sheer

rollercoaste—from  eager excitement,
joy; then, a pause where doubt almost took over;
finally, a triumph born of persistence. It taught me that
creative expression isn't always effortless—but the
reward at the end is deeply fulfilling.

Beronika Hembrom

Ist year ‘A’
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PTEC Vs SSC

Experience of Football Match

Football is one of the most popular games
in the world, and it is also one of my
favourites. A football match was played
between our college boys and the SCC
brothers. While watching the game, 1 felt

very excited and enjoyed it a lot.

In the beginning, our college team was not
fully prepared, and as a result, they
conceded two goals. But after that, our
boys became stronger, used their energy
wisely, and started playing very well. 1
watched the match with great interest and
supported my college team with full

enthusiasm.

Football is not only a source of enjoyment
but also a game that keeps our body
healthy and fit. Although our college team
did not win the match, we learned
something valuable. Failure teaches us
important lessons, and it motivates us to do

better in the future.

Susana Cherowa
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Microteaching Experience
To become a teacher is not enough — one has to be a
good teacher with passion, honesty, responsibility, and
time management. Microteaching gave us the
opportunity to practice these qualities. Through this
practice, I not only learned teaching skills but also

developed confidence, creativity, and enthusiasm for

teaching.

In the process of microteaching, I became more aware
of how to teach and what fo teach. 1 learned to present
lessons in a simple and easy manner, which will be very
helpful in preparing effective lesson plans in the future.
Microteaching made me proud of my ability to teach a

topic in an interesting and meaningful way.

I also observed my fellow trainees and mentors, which
was a valuable learning experience. Our mentor (No. 4)
Sir Niraj guided us with patience and encouragement.
Whatever shortcomings we had in our attitude or
practice were corrected in a supportive and positive

environment.

Overall, microteaching was a wonderful and enriching
experience for me. It helped me improve my teaching
style, boosted my confidence, and inspired me to work

towards becoming an ideal teacher.

Neeraj Panna
1st Year ‘A’
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The Story of the Hazaribag Jesuit Mission

In May 1949, a letter from Fr. Janssens, the
Jesuit Superior General, set in motion a chain of
events that would shape the history of education
and pastoral work in eastern India. He wrote to
Fr. Kelly, the Jesuit Vice Provincial of Australia,
suggesting that the Australian Vice Province
could send men to assist in the Ranchi Mission.
By July of that year, Fr. Kelly replied
affirmatively, noting that his advisors had
unanimously agreed to take up the challenge.
This marked the beginning of a remarkable

partnership between Australian Jesuits and the

people of Jharkhand.

On 6 February 1951, the first six Jesuits sailed
from Melbourne, arriving in Ranchi later that
month to begin their Hindi studies. By July, they
had purchased Balmoral, a large house on five

acres of land in Hazaribag, intended for an

English-medium school. John Moore was
appointed principal, and by January 1952, St.
Xavier’s School opened its doors. The school
began modestly, with 22 boarders and 15-day
scholars, but by the end of the year had grown to
70 boarders and 30-day scholars. The early years
were marked by rapid expansion, with
additional land purchased and Hampton Court, a

former private hotel, acquired to house classes.

The mission was not limited to education. In
1953, Fr. Lou Lachal became parish priest of

Mahuadanr, serving the Oraons, while Fr. Kevin

Grogan took charge of Hazaribag parish,
ministering to the Munda, Oraons, and Santhals.
Their work was challenging, with limited funds
and occasional hostility, but they persevered.
Catechists like Philip Xaxa and Mahabir played
vital roles, often facing personal danger in their

efforts to spread the faith. Meanwhile, Fr. Bert




Balding began his work in Mahuadanr, later
becoming headmaster of St. Joseph’s Middle
School, while others like Fr. Len Forster and Fr.
Ted O’Connor took up assignments in Samtoli

and Rengarih.

By 1954, local vocations began to emerge.
Gaudentius Kongari, who had tutored
Australians in Hindi, entered the novitiate,
becoming the first
local Jesuit from
Jharkhand. He
would later rise to
become

Provincial. ~ The
following  year,
Camille Kujur
from Mahuadanr
joined the
novitiate, marking
the beginning of a
steady stream of
local  vocations.
Around the same
time, Bhurkhunda
parish was
established, with
Fr. Huyghe
pioneering work
among glass
factory laborers.
Land was
purchased, and the
parish slowly took

root.

The Palamau mission also began to take shape,
though with limited resources. Jesuits like Fr.
Harrison, Fr. Wijnant, and Fr. Ignatius Xalxo
worked in Daltonganj, Kanjia, and Chandwa,

facing challenges of few Catholics and scarce
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funds. In Mahuadanr, St. Joseph’s School
expanded to Class 8, though attempts to upgrade
it to high school were initially vetoed.
Nevertheless, progress continued, with new
churches, hostels, and dharm schools being
established.

By 1956, the mission had achieved
independence. Ranchi was raised to the status of
a Jesuit Province,
and Hazaribag
became an
independent region
with its own Major
Superior. St.
Xavier’s celebrated
its first academic
success when all
four boys who sat
for the  Senior
Cambridge  exam
passed. The same
year, Holy Family
Hospital was
opened in Koderma,
run by the Medical
Mission Sisters,
providing  much-

needed healthcare.

The late 1950s and
early 1960s saw
further expansion.
New parishes were
established in
Bokaro  Thermal,
Bhurkhunda, and Maheshmunda. The Teachers
Training Institute at Sitagarha was founded in
1958, beginning with just 15 trainees but quickly
growing into a major institution. By 1962, Fr.

Ted O’Connor had become Principal, and




Gaudentius Kongari served as a regent there.
The Institute emphasized moral education, with
leaders like Fr. John Moore personally teaching
moral science to instill values of charity and

compassion.

Education remained central to the mission. In
Mahuadanr, persistent lobbying by Fr. Ken
McNamara eventually led to government
recognition of St. Joseph’s High School in 1966,
securing funding for teachers and stipends for
tribal students. That same year, Bokaro Steel
Company invited the Jesuits to start an English-
medium school. Under Fr. John Moore, classes
began with 54 children in a ramshackle building.
Remarkably, it was co-educational—the first
Jesuit school in India, and possibly worldwide,

to admit both boys and girls.

The mission also responded to crises. In 1967, a
severe famine struck Palamau district. Relief
operations were coordinated by Fr. Michael
Windey, with support from Archbishop James
Knox and Mother Teresa. Nuns from across
India assisted in distributing rations,
highlighting the Jesuits’ commitment to social
service. Around this time, Fr. Hans Hendriks
began serious work among the Santhals,
studying their language and customs, laying the

foundation for future evangelization.

By the late 1960s and early 1970s, the mission
had grown into a complex network of schools,
parishes, and social initiatives. In 1968, the
government’s Kothari Commission
recommended  school  complexes, and
Mahuadanr became a model with linked high
schools and shared facilities. Misereor, a
German funding agency, supported construction
projects, enabling the building of classrooms,

hostels, and laboratories. In 1970, the Santhal
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mission bore fruit when sixteen families in
Chenaro village were baptized, marking the

beginning of a new apostolate.

The establishment of the Diocese of Daltonganj
in 1971 was another milestone. Fr. George
Saupin was appointed the first Bishop,
consecrated in Ranchi, and began his ministry
with a Mass at Dhori Mata Shrine. The diocese
expanded rapidly, with new schools, parishes,
and outreach programs. Meanwhile, the
Bhurkhunda parish struggled, with the Maria
Rehabilitation Centre closing in 1971 despite
earlier efforts to provide artificial limbs and

rehabilitation services.

Throughout the 1970s, the mission emphasized
renewal and adaptation. Priests began living in
villagers’ homes, involving local leaders in
decision-making, and integrating traditional
dances into Catholic life. New parishes were
established at Gothgaon and Sale, while famine
relief continued in Palamau. Brothers also
played crucial roles, serving as builders,
educators, and administrators. Fr. Paul Jackson
pursued Islamic studies, earning a Ph.D. on Sufi
writings and becoming known as the “Catholic

Sufi saint.”

By the 1980s, the mission had matured. St.
Robert’s School gained government
recognition, and St. Xavier’s Bokaro continued
to grow. The Bhuiya apostolate began in Tilwa
village, with baptisms and simple schools. Chiro
parish was established in 1982, and Mandair
parish followed soon after. Education expanded
further when St. Joseph’s High School in
Mahuadanr was granted +2 status, a major step

for the Chechari valley.

Leadership also transitioned. In 1986, Fr. R.C.

Chacko became the first Indian Regional




Superior, facing challenges of establishing
permanent educational structures among dalits
and Santhals. By the late 1980s, youth ministry
gained prominence, with rallies, exhibitions, and
Taizé

international  participation at the

Ecumenical Centre in France.
Conclusion

From its humble beginnings in 1949, the
Hazaribag Jesuit mission grew into a vibrant
network of schools, parishes, hospitals, and
social initiatives. It faced challenges of poverty,

famine, and opposition, yet persevered through
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the dedication of Australian pioneers and local
vocations. Education remained its cornerstone,
but healthcare, social service, and cultural
integration were equally vital. By the 1980s, the
mission had firmly established itself as a force
for transformation in Jharkhand, blending faith,
education, and social justice into a lasting

legacy.
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